
1



The 1997 ozone standard was replaced by the 2008 ozone standard. 
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• EPA revoked he 1997 standard because the 2008 standard was more stringent.

• The court ruling over-turned the revocation of the 1997 ozone standard

• We are currently waiting on EPA guidance clarifying impacts

• FHWA published interim guidance to help Division offices administer the Federal Aid 

program.  The next couple of slides will highlight sections in the interim guidance
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• This slide show the areas impacted under the 1997 ozone standard.  Broken down by 

areas/MPO’s/counties

• The maintenance area for the GSMNP is within the boundaries of the park.  This area is 

not tied to an MPO so there are no conformity frequency requirements.  The only time 

this area need to act is if there is a federally funded road project within the boundary of 

the park.
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• MTP/TIP update and amendments that involve non-exempt projects may not proceed

• MTP/TIP actions that involve administrative modifications or a project that merely add 

or delete exempt projects can proceed because those actions do not require a 

conformity determination

• If you have a project in the existing MTP/TIP and is represented correctly in the planning 

documents.  You are good to go you do not need to do anything
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We will provide the reference documents (FHWA interim guidance/STIP Amendment and 

Modification Guidelines/Listing of Exempt Projects) to the webinar participants
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Project has to be in a MTP/TIP.  This does not say conforming.  
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So until we can complete conformity for the impacted areas we need to be aware of 

conformity triggers…..

If your project has a change in scope or schedule it could impact your project schedule until 

a conformity process is completed
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If you want your project changes included in this conformity work that is beginning the cut 

off dates are provided for the impacted regions.

Once the TDM modeling work has started the door is closed and you will have to wait until 

another conformity process is started
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Amendments are not necessarily bad if the project change is communicated early enough 

there should be plenty of time to complete a conformity process before a Federal Action is 

needed.

If there is a project scope change and a question is not asked related to impacts and work 

proceeds on a NEPA document and it comes time for signatures, then you will have a 

problem
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